THE WASA KINGS
was the centre of Zborowski influence, and from it
demands for the return from exile of the members for
the family who had been banished were pressed. Finally
the Zborowski declared a rdkosz, a formal revolution
recognized by Polish and Hungarian custom. There was
nearly a pitched battle before the demand was withdrawn,
and die business of the election was continued.
The Zborowski supported the Emperor Maximilian ;
the Lithuanians wished to elect the Czar ; and Zamoyski
proposed Sigismund of Sweden. In the Chancellor's
camp Sigismund was declared elected, and at the same
time Maximilian was hailed as king in the camp of the
General. Sigismund was elected on August 19, 1587;
he landed at Danzig on yth October; and he was
crowned at Cracow as Sigismund HI. on 2yth December.
Maximilian had not yielded without a fight. Before
the coronation, Zamoyski defeated him under the very
walls of Cracow ; but he came again the next year,
supported by Zborowski, only to be defeated again at
Byczyna.
Sigismund was a young man of twenty-one, and the
product of the highest culture that Europe afforded at
that time. He was well-read, a fine musician, and had
the grand manner. From the outset it was easily seen
that he was about to come into serious conflict with the
Chancellor who had done so much for him. He was
disposed by instinct, by religion, and by reason to a
friendliness with Austria. His marriage with the Arch-
duchess Anne strengthened this disposition. Zamoyski's
one political creed was to keep Poland free from Austrian
influence. These differences of opinion reached the
extreme length of Zamoyski convoking an Inquisition
Diet to consider the " plots with Austria," as he termed
them; but peace was made by a tactful woman, the
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